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News & Notes

News & Notes will be a weekly (that’s the goal) publication that will be available on the CTU website and through Member Mobilization emails.  This will be an update of the work that is being done on behalf of all of our teachers, paraprofessionals, nurses, speech language pathologists, therapists, sign language interpreters, and social workers.  
Often while in the middle of the work it is hard to find time to advertise the work that is happening. News & Notes will feature quick updates from various Officers and Committees.  In depth descriptions of issues and situations will still come through Quolke’s Corners and Presidential Updates.

Differentiated Compensation 

The CFO has notified the CTU that the $1500 payment for educators that were on a 5-touch evaluation system last school year will be in the August 29 paycheck.

On Thursday, July 17 around 6:00pm an email was sent to all members from Roseanne Canfora.  This email (which has nothing in the subject line) is an update from the Joint Governing Panel.  This update shows a payment schedule with dollar amounts and dates, how to request a stipend when obtaining a Senior/Lead Educator License, and how to contact JGP.  Do not be surprised if you see an updated version with a subject line e-mailed to you in the near future, as what you received was not the JGP’s final draft.

The Joint Oversight Committee CTU Co-Lead, Shari Obrenski, has been informed that the district has contracted with Battelle for Kids to house a temporary portal where CTU members can review the Achievement Credits that have been accrued to this point.  Within the next few weeks, those that were on the Cleveland Differentiated Compensation System in 2013-14 school year,  will be asked to enter the portal and review this information.  More information will be forthcoming after Shari and the rest of the CTU team have had the opportunity to view the portal.

TDES

On Thursday, July 18 the TDES Steering Committee, led from the CTU by Jillian Ahrens, met to discuss a number of pressing issues before the start of the school year.

The CTU presented a plan for educating teachers and administrators with regards to state mandated Growth Plans & Improvement Plans.  Requirements, purposes, and timelines are needed as the school year begins.  The District’s team was unprepared to respond.  

This year the Related Service Providers (psychologists, nurses, etc.) will be transitioned onto the five event TDES process.  Information will be forthcoming as we work to insure capacity and training for all RSPs.
The CTU presented information on the Accomplished teacher biennial evaluation cycle within our contract.  It is important to have consistent messaging to teachers and evaluators on this change for the upcoming year.  The District was not prepared to respond.

Evaluator credentialing is ongoing.  New evaluators, and evaluators whose credentials are expiring, must take the OTES test in a proctored environment.   The CTU has requested updated lists for this year.
Paraprofessional Start Date & VPD

Cherylane Jones-Williams wants to remind all paraprofessionals that the first mandatory report day for paraprofessionals in neighborhood schools is Monday, August 11.  Three voluntary professional development days for paraprofessionals and sign language interpreters will be scheduled outside of the regularly scheduled day.  Individual schools will set specific days and times.  School principals and UCCs can plan for a VPD session prior to August 11.
Stuff the Bus

The Paraprofessional Chapter and the Civil, Democratic, and Human Rights Committee led by Cherylane Jones-Williams and Stephanie Henderson will join together to Stuff the Bus with Fox 8 News.  These committee members and paraprofessionals will stuff the bus on July 31from 6:00AM – 7:30AM.  They are accepting donations for this worthy cause until July 28 at the CTU Office.
Grievances

This week the Grievance Committee, co-chaired by Mary Moore and Jillian Ahrens met to continue processing grievances mainly centered on the TDES and SLO/Student Growth Measures concerns.  We have two TDES Class Action Grievances going to arbitration to resolve some reporting issues.  
Politics

Kurt Richards hopes that everyone saw the poll released this week by Public Policy Polling (PPP) that shows the Ohio statewide races in a dead heat.  The race for Governor has tightened showing 44% would support Fitzgerald while 45% would support Kasich if the vote were today.  Getting people to the polls on election day will be the key in the most important county in Ohio. Phone banking and door knocking will start in August as Cuyahoga County is critical for a Fitzgerald victory over Kasich.
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