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3rd Grade Reading Guarantee 
3rd Graders results from the October administration of the OAA have been sent to the district and will be sent to each school.  NOTE:  Third grade students must receive a minimum of 394 on the Fall OAA to meet the 3rd Grade Reading Guarantee.  Those that do NOT reach 394 will retake the OAA in the Spring.  However, ODE has determined that students who are below 400 (including 394-399) will be eligible for intervention services which means they must have a RIMP.  While 394 is the cut score for promotion, 400 is the cut score for proficient. 

3rd graders that score 394 or higher on October OAA will take PARCC in the spring, while students that scored below 394 will take OAA in the spring.  State of Ohio legislature thought about changing this during lame duck so that all of the kids would take OAA in the spring.  However, when the budget commission figured out the cost, they realized that this would cost the state $1.2 million – so the legislature went back to the original plan of OAA for those students below 394 and PARCC for students above 394.  Sad case of doing what is best for state coffers and not kids.

RIMP COLLECTION
The first RIMP collection period of the year is this week.  All students in K-3 that have been identified to be on a RIMP – those RIMPS are due by this Friday, December 5.

For 3rd grade teachers that may have to write an additional RIMP for a student that does not have a RIMP now, but scored less than 400 on the October OAA, those RIMPS are due on DECEMBER 17.  This RIMP will be mostly the plan and will not contain all of the data points that the current RIMPS contain.

As of this writing, I am not sure if the results of the OAA have been formatted and sent to the principals.  It should be by the end of the week.

CALENDAR & CONFERENCE DAYS
We at the CTU hope that everyone had a great long weekend.  Remember that the Wednesday before Thanksgiving is made up of 3 after school conference periods.  The first 2 hours were during the week of November 17 when we distributed Interims.   The last two sessions (of 2 hours each) will be on February 12 and April 29.  On these 2 days, students will be released 2 hours early plus the additional 2 hours will create a 4 hour window for parent teacher conferences.  These dates are both during the week that Interim Progress Reports are to be distributed.

March 24 is an all-day Parent Teacher Conference Day, no students will be present. All of these dates are in the CTU calendar book.

BLUE INSTITUE TABLETS
If you attended the Blue Institute and received a tablet or IPad (whatever the device is) and you are not able to connect to the wireless at your school – you can put in a ticket for that.  Something happened and the technicians know what to do to fix it, just submit a ticket to tech services.

NWEA ADMINISTRATION
Please note for the 3rd graders that take the NWEA next week, this winter administration of the test does count as an alternative test that if a student scores above the cut score – this will allow the student to pass to 4th grade under the Third Grade Guarantee law.  The cut score is in the 180’s.  We need confirmation from ODE as to what the winter administration of the test cut score will be. 

TDES
Formal announced evaluations are to be completed by December 12.  If you have not had your formal announced by then – you must email BOTH your evaluator and the TDES Co-Chairs (Christine Fowler-Mack and Jillian Ahrens) with a notification that the evaluation has not been completed.  You can reach the TDES Co-Chairs at TDES@clevelandmetroschools.org.  

Also, if you wish to appeal your evaluation, the first step is not a Grievance.  To appeal, you must email your Academic Superintendent to request intervention and/or support within 10 working days.  Per the CBA, the Academic Superintendent has 10 days to reply with a decision.  If you are not satisfied with the Academic Superintendent’s decision, you can appeal that response to the TDES Co-Chairs within 10 working days.  Again the TDES Co-Chairs are Christine Fowler-Mack and Jillian Ahrens.  You can reach the TDES Co-Chairs at TDES@clevelandmetroschools.org  

HOLIDAY PARTY
Cassandra Carter and the Social Committee wants to remind everyone of the Holiday party on Friday, December 12 from 4:00-7:00.  The party will be at Club Impulse inside of the Holiday Inn located at 6001 Rockside Road, Independence. 
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